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On Sept. 14, representatives from nine Costa Rican environmental groups held a press conference
to draw attention to a series of controversial projects which they allege will have a destructive
effect on the environment. The representatives denounced the persistent lack of action, and
in some cases corruption, by government authorities in regard to several specific cases, which
included: * Reports of ties between lumber company representatives and high-level officials
from the government's forestry service, Direccion General Forestal, which is charge of protecting
the country's forest reserves. * Pressure brought to bear by lobby groups has stalled work in the
Legislative Assembly regarding cases of environmental destruction which were to have been
investigated by the legislature. Some cases presented as far back as 1989 have still not been resolved.
* The Ministry of Natural Resources, Energy and Mines (Ministerio de Recursos Naturales, Energia
y Minas, MIRENEM) has authorized construction of a large tourist hotel near the GandocaMansanillo wildlife refuge on the Atlantic coast. The refuge contains the country's most extensive
coral reefs. Authorization has also been granted for construction of a tourist resort, similar to
Cancun, Mexico, adjacent to one of the most precious parts of the reef. * The government provided
authorization to the Spain financial group Grupo Barcelo for construction of a large- scale tourist
project at Playa Tambor, circumventing the traditional requirement of first securing a permit from
the government accounting office. * At Samara beach, also on the Pacific coast, local authorities
granted beach access rights to German investor Ralf Stefan Jaeckel despite statutes which stipulate
that the lands were to be controlled exclusively by the federal government. Extensive destruction of
mangrove thickets at Samara has been reported. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/14/92)
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